
9.     ST. CLAIR RIVER

(1) Chart Da tum, St. Clair River.–Depths and ver ti cal
clear ances un der over head ca bles and bridges given in this chap -
ter are re ferred to the slop ing sur face of the river cor re spond ing
to a Lake Hu ron stage of 577.5 feet (176.0 me ters) and a Lake St.
Clair stage of 572.3 feet (174.4 me ters) above mean wa ter level at 
Rimouski, Que bec, on In ter na tional Great Lakes Da tum 1985
(IGLD 1985), which el e va tions are the planes of Low Wa ter Da -
tum for the two lakes. (See Chart Da tum, Great Lakes Sys tem, in -
dexed as such, chap ter 1.)

(2) Gen eral de scrip tion.–St. Clair River is about 39 miles
long from Lake St. Clair via St. Clair Cut off Chan nel and South
Chan nel to the head of the river at Lake Hu ron. The lower 11
miles of the river is a broad delta through which nu mer ous chan -
nels flow into Lake St. Clair. St. Clair Cut off Chan nel and South
Chan nel form the main nav i ga tion route through the delta and
con nect with the dredged chan nel across Lake St. Clair. The up -
per river, above Chenal Ecarte, is gen er ally a sin gle deep chan nel, 
ex cept where ob structed by Fawn Is land and Stag Is land. The
banks of the river are clay and sand and usu ally quite steep.

(3) Ca na dian Wa ters.–St. Clair Flats Ca nal is im me di ately
W of the In ter na tional Bound ary, i.e., is in U.S. wa ters. At the
lower end of South Chan nel, the In ter na tional Bound ary is al -
most cen ter line of the chan nel and when pro ceed ing up stream the 
Bound ary stays ap prox i mately cen ter line the full length of the St. 
Clair River to its head at Lake Hu ron.

(4) Chan nels.–The chan nel through St. Clair River has been
im proved in places by dredg ing. The Fed eral pro ject depth in the
river is 27 feet.

(5) Dan gers.-In Oc to ber 1999, a sunken wreck, cov ered 28
feet, was re ported in the St. Clair River about 350 feet E of Fort
Gratiot Range Front Light in about 42°59'36"N., 82°25'34"W.

(6) Fluc tu a tions of wa ter level.–Each year the St. Clair
River has a sea sonal rise and fall of about 1 foot, gen er ally in con -
so nance with the sea sonal vari a tions of Lake Hu ron. High winds
may cause rapid fluc tu a tions of up to 2 feet above or be low nor -
mal.

(7) Cur rents, St. Clair River.–The fol low ing cur rents are
based on av er ages of wa ter flow through the en tire cross sec tion
of the river, that is from bank to bank and from the sur face to the
bot tom dur ing nor mal flow con di tions. Nor mal wa ter flow con di -
tions are en coun tered when there is no wind, Lake Hu ron is at a
stage of 578.9 feet (176.4 me ters), and Lake St. Clair is at a stage
of 573.9 feet (174.9 me ters) above mean wa ter level at Rimouski, 
Que bec, on In ter na tional Great Lakes Da tum 1985 (IGLD 1985), 
that is 1.4 feet (0.4 me ter) and 1.6 feet (0.5 me ter above their re -
spec tive Low Wa ter Da tums. The cur rent en coun tered at mid -
stream is usu ally about 1.5 times the av er age ve loc ity. Greater ve -
loc i ties may be ex pected when the dif fer ence be tween the lake
lev els is greater, or the lake stages are higher.

(8) Cur rents for the fol low ing lo ca tions in the St. Clair River
are given at high wa ter flow of 230,000 cu bic feet per sec ond
(cfs), me dium wa ter flow of 188,000 cfs, and low wa ter flow of
130,000 cfs, re spec tively.

(9) Algonac: 2.0 mph (1.7 knots), 1.6 mph (1.4 knots), and
1.3 mph (1.1 knots)

(10) Port Lambton: 2.0 mph (1.8 knots), 1.7 mph (1.5 knots),
and 1.3 mph (1.1 knots)

(11) Ma rine City: 2.0 mph (1.7 knots), 1.6 mph (1.4 knots),
and 1.3 mph (1.1 knots)

(12) St. Clair: 2.1 mph (1.9 knots), 1.8 mph (1.5 knots), and 1.4 
mph (1.2 knots)

(13) Marys ville: 1.9 mph (1.7 knots), 1.6 mph (1.4 knots), and
1.3 mph (1.1 knots)

(14) Point Ed ward: 3.9 mph (3.4 knots), 3.3 mph (2.9 knots),
and 2.5 mph (2.2 knots).

(15) The rap ids sec tion ex tends from about 1,000 feet above to
200 or 300 feet be low the Blue Wa ter Bridge. Dur ing pe ri ods of
sus tained high N to NE winds on Lake Hu ron, ve loc i ties in the
up per St. Clair River are in creased.

(16) Ice.–The only need for icebreaking in the St. Clair River
oc curs when the ice bridge that forms across the S end of Lake
Hu ron breaks and the bro ken mass of ice trav els down the river to
the lower end where it meets the nat u ral ice cover and forms a
mas sive ice jam. When this oc curs, ice can clog the en tire 27-foot 
depth of the chan nel and cause se ri ous flood ing. (See Win ter
Nav i ga tion, chap ter 3.)

(17) Nav i ga tion reg u la tions.–The State of Mich i gan en forces 
the fol low ing speed lim its for rec re ational craft within its ju ris -
dic tional bound aries from the mouth of Black River down stream
to the mouth of St. Clair River: slow-no wake for ves sels less than 
26 feet long within 200 feet of any shore, dock, or pierhead, and
slow-no wake for ves sels 26 feet or lon ger within 600 feet of any
shore, dock, or pierhead.

(18) A ves sel traf fic re port ing sys tem and re lated nav i ga tion
reg u la tions have been es tab lished for the con nect ing wa ters from
Lake Erie to Lake Hu ron. (See 33 CFR 162.130 through
162.140, chap ter 2, for reg u la tions.)

(19) Pi lot age.–The wa ters of St. Clair River are Great Lakes
des ig nated wa ters; reg is tered ves sels of the United States and
for eign ves sels are re quired to have in their ser vice a United
States or Ca na dian reg is tered pi lot. Reg is tered pi lots for St. Clair
River are sup plied by Lakes Pi lots As so ci a tion. (See ap pen dix
for ad dress.) Pi lot ex change points are just be low the Am bas sa -
dor Bridge in De troit River and off Port Hu ron at the head of St.
Clair River in about 43°05'30"N., 82°24'42"W. The pi lot boat in
De troit River, J.W. WESTCOTT II, has a black hull en cir cled by
an or ange band and a white cabin with the words “U.S. Mail” in
black let ters. Three pi lot boats are at Port Hu ron: HU RON
BELLE has an in ter na tional or ange hull with an alu mi num cabin, 
and HU RON MAID and HU RON LADY each have an in ter na -
tional or ange hull with a white cabin. (See Pi lot age, chap ter 3,
and 46 CFR 401, chap ter 2.)

(20) Charts 14850, 14852, 14853.–St. Clair River flows S
from Lake Hu ron and emp ties into the NE side of Lake St. Clair.
The mouth of the river is an ex ten sive delta pro vid ing nu mer ous
out lets into the lake.

(21) The fol low ing is ex tracted (par tial) from Ca na dian
Sailing Di rec tions CEN304, Chap ter 3, St. Clair River. It is to
be noted that the units of miles are nau ti cal miles.

(22) Chenal Ecarte (also known as The Snye), branches
eastwards from St..Clair River at Baby Point (42°38'N.,
82°30'W.), 1.8 miles NNE of Rus sell Is land. The main route to
Wallaceburg is via Chenal Ecarte and Sy den ham River, which
flows into Chenal Ecarte 6 miles SE of Baby Point. Con sult the
ap pro pri ate lo cal au thor ity, which is the Base Man ager, Ca na -
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dian Coast Guard Base, Amherstburg, On tario, for the lat est
depth in for ma tion.

(23) The Boating Re stric tion Reg u la tions pro vide a speed limit 
of 8 km/h (4.3 knots) on Chenal Ecarte and Sy den ham River as
far as Dresden, which is 10 miles east of Wallaceburg. This speed
limit re duces wake dam age to dykes and low farm land.

(24) The cur rent in Chenal Ecarte sets east and south from St.
Clair River to Lake St. Clair. Rates of up to 1.2 knots have been
re ported in Chenal Ecarte where it leaves St. Clair River.

(25) Chenal Ecarte range lights, in line bear ing 138.5°, are on
the south shore of Chenal Ecarte near its junc tion with St. Clair
River. The front light (746) is shown from a white cir cu lar tower,
12 feet (3.7 m) high, with a flu o res cent-orange tri an gu lar
daymark with a black ver ti cal stripe. The rear light (747) is
shown from a white cir cu lar tower, 26 feet (7.9 m) high, with a
flu o res cent-orange tri an gu lar daymark with a black ver ti cal
stripe. The lights are vis i ble only on the range.

(26) There are twelve daybeacons from 1 mile in side the north
en trance of Chenal Ecarte to the Sy den ham River junc tion; eight
of these are star board hand and four port hand. Most of these
daybeacons mark turns in the chan nel.

(27) There are fa cil i ties for small craft on the north side of
Chenal Ecarte, 0.4 mile east of the junc tion with St. Clair River.

(28) St. Clair Boating and Ma rine had depths of 6 feet (1.8 m)
in 1994 and of fered dockage with power and wa ter, pump out,
ramp, boat hard ware, re pairs and sal vage, 20 tonne hy drau lic
trailer, new and used boat and mo tor sales and ser vice, wa ter taxi 
ser vice, pic nic area, pay phone and show ers.

(29) Ecarte Ma rine had depths of 6 feet (1.8 m) in 1994 and of -
fered dockage with power and wa ter, pump out, ramp, re pairs
and sal vage, 20 tonne hoist, mast step per, new and used boat and
mo tor sales and ser vice, wa ter taxi ser vice, pic nic area, pay
phone, show ers, laun dro mat, boat hard ware, ice and gas o line,
and mon i tored VHF Chan nel 68.

(30) The swing bridge on Chenal Ecarte at Wal pole Is land vil -
lage is op er ated by the De part ment of In dian Af fairs and North -
ern De vel op ment. The bridge has a ver ti cal clear ance in a closed
po si tion of 14 feet (4.3 m); the chan nel leads each side of the cen -
tral pier.

(31) Two sub merged ca bles cross Chenal Ecarte 0.15 mile NW
of the swing bridge; there are other sub merged power ca bles
near the bridge.

(32) A wa ter tower 0.8 mile WSW of the swing bridge is
painted blue and has an el e va tion of 164 feet (50 m).

(33) At a point 5 miles from the St. Clair River end of Chenal
Ecarte, Johnston Chan nel flows south, wind ing and nar row, for
11.5 miles to the marshy flats of Lake St. Clair.

(34) The Boating Re stric tion Reg u la tions pro vide a speed limit 
of 8 km/h (4.3 knots) on Johnston Chan nel from 42°34'N. to its
junc tion with Chenal Ecarte.

(35) The marshy land ly ing east of Johnston Chan nel is St.
Anne Is land; this is an In dian re serve.

(36) The dis tance from St. Clair River to Sy den ham River
(42°34'N., 82°25'W.) by Chenal Ecarte is 8.5 miles. From this
point, Chenal Ecarte winds south ward for 8 miles to its Lake St.
Clair out let at Mar tin Is land in Mit chells Bay.

(37) Cau tion.–Two ca ble fer ries on Chenal Ecarte carry farm
pro duce and farm ve hi cles; one is 1.2 miles NW of the Sy den ham
River junc tion, and the other is 1.7 miles south of the junc tion. To
avoid strik ing the sub merged ca bles, ves sels are cau tioned to
keep well clear of the ferry when it is in tran sit.

(38) Blue Wa ter Shiloh Park, on Chenal Ecarte 1 mile NW of
the junc tion with Sy den ham River, had depths of 2 to 7 feet (0.6 to
2.1 m) in 1994 and of fered dockage, ramp, ca noe rent als, tent and 
trailer camp ing, pic nic area, pay phone, drink ing wa ter, show ers, 
laun dro mat, ice and snack bar.

(39) An over head power ca ble with a clear ance of 20 feet (6.1
m) is re ported to cross Chenal Ecarte 1.5 miles be low the junc -
tion with Sy den ham River.

(40) There is a con spic u ous mi cro wave tower 0.8 mile NNW of
the Chenal Ecarte junc tion; it is a red and white skel e ton tower,
262 feet (79.9 m) high and el e va tion 308 feet (94 m), with air ob -
struc tion lights.

(41) A sub merged pipe line crosses Sy den ham River 0.7 mile
NE of the Chenal Ecarte junc tion.

(42) A Pub lic wharf on the NW shore of Sy den ham river, 1.2
miles NE of the Chenal Ecarte junc tion, is 134 feet (40.8 m) long
with an el e va tion of 9 feet (2.6 m). In 1994, the wharf had a least
depth of 10 feet (3 m) and was in a state of dis re pair, with a group
of piles 3 feet dry (0.9 m dry) at the south outer cor ner and piles
awash at the north outer cor ner. There are no fa cil i ties at the
wharf, and the land ad ja cent to it is over grown (1994). There is a
turn ing ba sin close up stream of the wharf.

(43) The Seys Grain El e va tor berth is on the SE shore, op po site 
the Pub lic wharf. This berth is 450 feet (137.2 m) long and con -
sists of a 6 wooden dol phins with el e va tions of 13 feet (4 m); there 
were depths of 13 to 18 feet (4 to 5.5 m) in 1994, and it was re -
ported that no ships had used the berth in re cent years.

(44) The town of Wallaceburg, with a pop u la tion of 11,846
(1991), is on Sy den ham River 2.3 miles NE of the Chenal Ecarte
junc tion. The river at Wallaceburg is 200 feet (61 m) wide.

(45) A CSX Trans por ta tion rail way swing bridge crosses the
river at Wallaceburg; there is a width of 50 feet (15.2 m) be tween
the chan nel piers. This bridge re mains open ex cept when closed
for rail road traf fic. A pe des trian lift-bridge crosses the river 0.5
mile north of the rail way bridge. The Lord Selkirk high way swing 
bridge lies be tween the rail way bridge and the pe des trian bridge. 
There is a swing bridge for high way traf fic at Libby Street and
Base line Road, 0.5 mile down stream of the rail way bridge; its
open ing sched ule is planned to co in cide with that of the Lord
Selkirk bridge.

(46) There is a berth ing area and slip on the SE shore up stream 
of the Libby Street and Base line Road swing bridge. In 1996, this
slip was be ing de vel oped as a ma rina and was re ported to have
depths of 3 to 4 feet (0.9 to 1.2 m).

(47) Wallaceburg is a Cus toms ves sel re port ing sta tion for
plea sure craft.

(48) Wallaceburg Mu nic i pal Ma rina of fered overnigh t dockage
at 8 lo ca tions in down town Wallaceburg in 1994; most of these
wharves are on the NW shore be tween the Lord Selkirk bridge
and the pe des trian bridge, with depths, at the James Street wharf, 
of 4 to 14 feet (1.2 to 4.3 m). Power at the docks, show ers, ice, and 
pic nic ar eas with bar be cues were also avail able. All the fa cil i ties
of the town are within walk ing dis tance.

(49) There is a launch ing ramp on the SE shore at the foot of
Wallace Street and Hu ron Street.

(50) St. Clair Cut off Chan nel, the main ves sel route through
the St. Clair River delta, ex tends ENE from the N end of Lake St.
Clair ship chan nel for about 6 miles be tween Sea way Is land and
Bassett Is land to its junc tion with South Chan nel at the SE end of
Harsens Is land. The chan nel is main tained by the Ca na dian Gov -
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ern ment and is well marked by lighted and unlighted buoys,
lights, and a 064°15' lighted range on Squir rel Is land.
(51) Three diked dis posal ar eas are on the SE side of Sea way

Is land. Barge land ing docks are at the cen ter and E ar eas. The
cen ter and E dis posal ar eas are each marked by a light.
(52) St. Clair Flats Ca nal ex tends from the N end of Lake St.

Clair ship chan nel NE for about 1.7 miles along the SW end of
Sea way Is land to the junc tion with South Chan nel. The ca nal is
marked by lighted and unlighted buoys, a light, and a 041°
lighted range. South Chan nel ex tends from the N end of St. Clair 
Flats Ca nal along the NW side of Sea way Is land and bends E
along the S shore of Harsens Is land, MI to the junc tion with St.
Clair Cut off Chan nel at South east Bend. This sec tion of South
Chan nel is well marked by lights.
(53) St. Clair Flats Ca nal and South Chan nel be low South east

Bend have good avail able depths but have not been main tained
for deep-draft nav i ga tion since com ple tion of St. Clair Cut off
Chan nel. The U.S. side of South Chan nel has been ex ten sively
de vel oped with sum mer cot tages and small-craft land ings.
(54) Cau tion.–The earth dike along the SE edge of St. Clair

Flats Ca nal S en trance is re ported to be sub merged dur ing pe ri -
odic high wa ter con di tions. It is re ported that sev eral small boats
have struck the dike when it was sub merged. A large dayboard
with the words Dan ger Sub merged Jetty marks the ap prox i mate
point where the jetty sub merges.
(55) From the junc tion with St. Clair Cut off Chan nel, South

Chan nel leads NNE for about 6.5 miles to the junc tion with North 
Chan nel. The chan nel is well marked by lighted and unlighted
buoys, lights, and lighted ranges, and is main tained at the Fed eral 
pro ject depth of 27 feet.
(56) Cur rents.–Ves sels transiting South Chan nel are ad vised

to fa vor the E side of the chan nel N of Rus sell Is land, be cause the
cur rent flows strongly from the main river chan nel into North
Chan nel.
(57) Rus sell Is land, MI, is on the W side of South Chan nel

just be low the junc tion with North Chan nel. A shal low bank ex -
tends about 0.5 mile NNE from the head of the is land. A lighted
buoy marks the NE side of the shoal.
(58) North Chan nel, the northwesternmost part of the St.

Clair River delta, branches W from the river just N of Rus sell Is -
land, flows along the N side of Harsens Is land and Dickinson Is -
land, and emp ties into the E side of An chor Bay. The out let of the 
chan nel in the shal low wa ter of An chor Bay is well marked by
buoys. Two ir reg u larly shaped diked dis posal ar eas front the
chan nel on the N side of Dickinson Is land.
(59) Chenal A Bout Rond branches SW from North Chan nel

at the W end of Dickinson Is land and flows into An chor Bay.
(60) Mid dle Chan nel leads SW from North Chan nel be tween

Harsens Is land and Dickinson Is land. The out let in Lake St. Clair
is marked by lighted and unlighted buoys. A 22-acre diked dis -
posal area is on the W side of Harsens Is land about 1.2 miles be -
low the junc tion with North Chan nel.
(61) Algonac, Mich., is a sum mer re sort at the head of North

Chan nel op po site Rus sell Is land. Ma rinas at Algonac pro vide
tran sient berths, gas o line, die sel fuel, wa ter, ice, sew age
pump-out, ma rine sup plies, and a launch ing ramp. A 50-foot ma -
rine rail way and hoists to 25 tons are avail able for hull and en gine 
re pairs. Ferries op er ate from Algonac to Harsens Is land, Rus sell
Is land, and Wal pole Is land, Ont.
(62) Algonac is a cus toms sta tion. 

(63) Quar an tine, cus toms, im mi gra tion, and ag ri cul tural
quar an tine.–(See chap ter 3, Ves sel Ar rival In spec tions, and ap -
pen dix for ad dresses.)
(64) Quar an tine is en forced in ac cor dance with the reg u la -

tions of the U.S. Pub lic Health Ser vice. (See Pub lic Health Ser -
vice, chap ter 1.)
(65) A slow-no wake speed is en forced on the chan nels and

ca nals at Algonac.
(66) Ferry.–A ferry land ing is on the NW side of Wal pole Is -

land, Ont., op po site the up per end of Rus sell Is land, MI. Break -
wa ters pro tect the 105-foot wharf on the N and S sides. A light
marks the W end of the de tached N break wa ter. A ferry op er ates
from the wharf to Algonac, MI.
(67) From the junc tion with North Chan nel, the dredged chan -

nel of the St. Clair River ex tends up stream for about 7 miles to a
point about 1.3 miles above Fawn Is land. The chan nel passes W
of Fawn Is land and is well marked by lighted buoys and lights.
The chan nel is main tained at the Fed eral pro ject depth of 27 feet.
(68) Port Lambton, Ont., a vil lage on the E side of the river

about 1 mile above the junc tion with Chenal Ecarte, has a
125-foot Gov ern ment wharf with a re ported depth along side of
about 12 feet. A ferry op er ates from the wharf across the river to
Rob erts Land ing. A ma rina is close S of the Gov ern ment wharf.
A Ca na dian cus toms ves sel re port ing sta tion is at Port
Lambton.
(69) Rob erts Land ing, Mich. is on the W side of the river 3

miles above Rus sell Is land. A ferry op er ates across the river to
Port Lambton.
(70) About 1.7 miles above Port Lambton, a shoal with a least

depth of 15 feet is in midriver along the E limit of the dredged
chan nel. A lighted buoy off the S end of the shoal marks the limit
of the dredged chan nel.
(71) Fawn Is land, Ont., is off the Ca na dian side of the river

about 3 miles above Port Lambton. Shoals with depths to 1 foot
ex tend 0.4 mile SSW and NNE from the is land. A buoy marks the 
S end of the shoals S of Fawn Is land. A shoal with a least depth of
5 feet ex tends along the E limit of the dredged chan nel from
about 0.3 to 1.3 miles N of Fawn Is land with a deep chan nel be -
tween. An un marked chan nel with a least depth of about 18 feet
passes E of Fawn Is land and the shoals. The chan nel is slightly
wind ing and is not fre quently used; the dredged chan nel W of
Fawn Is land is the pre ferred route.
(72) Ma rine City, Mich., is on the W side of the river 7 miles

above Rus sell Is land. Belle River flows S through the town and
emp ties into the St. Clair River NW of Fawn Is land. A ferry op er -
ates be tween Ma rine City and Sombra, Ont.
(73) Chan nels.–In Oc to ber 2001, the con trol ling depths were

4.6 feet (5.5 feet at midchannel) from the mouth of Belle River to
the Bridge Street bridge, thence 2.0 feet (2.6 feet at midchannel)
to the Broad way bridge. The chan nel is sub ject to shoal ing.
(74) Bridges.–Bridge Street bridge, about 0.5 mile above the

mouth of Belle River, has a 28-foot fixed W span with a clear ance 
of 13 feet. Broad way bridge, about 1.1 miles above the river
mouth, has a fixed span with a clear ance of 7 feet. Sev eral over -
head ca bles in the lower 2 miles of the river have a least clear ance
of 37 feet.
(75) Ma rine City is a cus toms sta tion. 
(76) Quar an tine, cus toms, im mi gra tion, and ag ri cul tural

quar an tine.–(See chap ter 3, Ves sel Ar rival In spec tions, and ap -
pen dix for ad dresses.)
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(77) Quar an tine is en forced in ac cor dance with the reg u la -
tions of the U.S. Pub lic Health Ser vice. (See Pub lic Health Ser -
vice, chap ter 1.)

(78) Har bor reg u la tions.–A slow-no wake speed is en forced
on the Belle River. The Ma rine City Chief of Po lice acts as
harbormaster and en forces the reg u la tions of St. Clair County
and the State of Mich i gan. Copies of the reg u la tions may be ob -
tained from the chief of po lice.

(79) Wharf.–McLouth Yards, Inc. re ceives crushed lime stone
and coal at a wharf on the W side of the St. Clair River just be low
the mouth of Belle River. There is 1,200 feet of berth ing space
along the re in forced nat u ral bank with a re ported depth of 35 feet
along side and a deck height of 5 to 8 feet. The fa cil ity has 12
acres of open stor age.

(80) Small-craft fa cil i ties.–Ma rinas on the W side of the
Belle River within 0.5 mile of the mouth pro vide gas o line, die sel
fuel, wa ter, ice, elec tric ity, sew age pump-out, ma rine sup plies,
and a launch ing ramp. A 20-ton hoist can han dle 42-foot ves sels
for hull, en gine, and elec tronic re pairs.

(81) Ferry.–A ferry op er ates year round, de pend ing on ice
con di tions, from Ma rine City, about 0.6 mile NNE of the mouth
of Belle River, across the St. Clair River to Sombra, Ont.

(82) Sombra, Ont., is on the E side of the St. Clair River op po -
site Ma rine City, MI.

(83) The fol low ing is ex tracted (par tial) from Ca na dian
Sailing Di rec tions CEN304, Chap ter 3, St. Clair River.

(84) Sombra (42°43'N., 82°29'W.), pop u la tion 420 (1981), is
on the east shore 0.6 mile NNE of Fawn Is land.

(85) Sombra is a Cus toms land bor der re port ing sta tion for
pas sen gers, gen eral pub lic, and com mer cial high way traf fic, and
is a ves sel re port ing sta tion for plea sure craft.

(86) A ferry serves Sombra and Ma rine City, Mich i gan, year
round, de pend ing on ice con di tions. This is the Blue Wa ter Ferry.

(87) Sombra Pub lic wharf, at the outer end of a cause way 230
feet (70.1 m) long and 20 feet (6.1 m) wide, is used by the Blue
Wa ter Ferry. The south face is 250 feet (76.2 m) long and is
skirted by 23 pil ings; berth ing at this south wall is pro hib ited.
The in ner SE face, 82 feet (25 m) long, has 9 pil ings with el e va -
tions of 12 feet (3.7 m) and depths of 4 feet (1.2m) in 1994. On the
outer face, north of the ferry slip, there is a 50-foot (15.2 m) sec -
tion of wharf with depths of 10 to 13 feet (3 to 4 m) in 1994, and a
depth of 3 feet (0.9 m) along the north face of the wharf. There is a 
Ca na dian Coast Guard Emer gency Re sponse build ing with oil
spill con tain ment equip ment on the south side of the wharf, and a
Cus toms of fice on the north side.

(88) There are no fa cil i ties or shel ter for small craft at Sombra
Pub lic wharf.

(89) From a point 1.3 miles above Fawn Is land, the chan nel
through the St. Clair River is a nat u ral deep water chan nel 0.2 to
0.4 mile wide up stream for 6.5 miles to the lower end of St. Clair
Mid dle Ground. The chan nel is marked by lighted buoys and
lights.

(90) At Stokes Point, Ont., (42°44.1'N., 82°28.7'W.), about
1.5 miles above Sombra, there is a ru ined wharf. The wharf is
marked by a light at its SW cor ner.

(91) De troit Ed i son Co. has a powerplant with two wharves on
the W side of the St. Clair River about 2 miles above Stokes
Point. Sev eral stacks at the plant are prom i nent, and pri vate lights 
mark the up per and lower ends of the wharf area.

(92) Wharf 1: 500 feet be low Dock Up per Light; about 400
feet of berth ing space; 16 feet re ported along side; deck height,

about 8½ feet; stor age tanks for over 11 mil lion gal lons of #2 and
#6 fuel oil; re ceipt of fuel oil and bunk er ing ves sels.

(93) Wharf 2: ad ja cent N of Dock Lower Light; 1,069 feet of
berth ing space; 29 feet re ported along side; deck height, 8½ feet;
open stor age for over 2½ mil lion tons of coal; two re ceiv ing hop -
pers, op er at ing rates 2,400 and 10,000 tons per hour; re ceipt of
coal and bunk er ing ves sels.

(94) Over head power ca bles with clear ances of 154 and 163
feet cross the river just above and 1.8 miles above the De troit Ed i -
son Co. wharves, re spec tively.

(95) On tario Hy dro Lambton Gen er ating Sta tion , is on the
E side of the river about 2 miles above the De troit Ed i son Co.
wharves. The coal wharf, 1,000 feet (305 m) long, had a depth of
30 feet (9.1 m) in 1994.

(96) St. Clair, Mich., is on the W side of the river about 7.5
miles above Ma rine City. Pine River is a stream 100 to 150 feet
wide, emp ty ing into the St. Clair River near the S lim its of the
city. The St. Clair Inn and Coun try Club 0.5 mile N of the mouth
of Pine River are prom i nent.

(97) In Oc to ber 2001, the con trol ling depth in Pine River was
1.5 feet (4.0 feet at midchannel) in the dredged chan nel from the
mouth of the river to the up stream limit of the Fed eral pro ject,
about 1 mile above the mouth. The chan nel is sub ject to shoal ing.

(98) Bridges.–Riv er side Av e nue (State Route 29) bas cule
bridge, just above the mouth of Pine River, has a clear ance of 11
feet. (See 33 CFR 117.1 through 117.59 and 117.643, chap ter 2, 
for draw bridge reg u la tions.) The Port Hu ron and De troit Rail -
road bridge about 2 miles above the river mouth has a swing span
with a clear ance of 11 feet. Sev eral over head ca bles cross the
river.

(99) A slow-no wake speed is en forced on the Pine River.
(100) Wharf.–Cargill Salt Co. re ceives salt and coal at a wharf

on the W side of the St. Clair River just be low the mouth of the
Pine River. The wharf has 1,085 feet of berth ing space with re -
ported depths of 16 to 19 feet along side and a deck height of 7½
feet. The wharf has 1.1 acres of open stor age for 55,000 tons of
coal and 7,500 tons of salt.

(101) Small-craft fa cil i ties. –The city of St. Clair and the Mich -
i gan State Wa ter ways Com mis sion have jointly de vel oped dock -
ing and launch ing fa cil i ties on the Pine River im me di ately
upstream of the Riv er side Av e nue bridge. Tran sient berths, gas o -
line, die sel fuel, wa ter, elec tric ity, sew age pump-out fa cil i ties and 
harbormaster ser vices are avail able. The harbormaster mon i tors
VHF-FM chan nels 9 and 16. In July 2001, depths of 5 feet were
re ported avail able at the fa cil ity. An other fa cil ity on the W side of 
the river about 1.4 miles above the mouth pro vides gas o line, die -
sel fuel, wa ter, ice, elec tric ity, ma rine sup plies, sew age
pump-out, and a launch ing ramp. A 30-ton hoist is avail able for
hull, en gine, and elec tronic re pairs.

(102) St. Clair Mid dle Ground, a shoal with a least depth of 1
foot, is in midriver from just be low the mouth of Pine River N for
about 1.5 miles to op po site Mooretown, Ont. Lighted buoys mark 
the shoal at its up per and lower ends and on the W side.

(103) From the lower end of St. Clair Mid dle Ground, the
dredged chan nel of the St. Clair River leads W of the mid dle
ground and up stream for about 12.5 miles to just above the mouth 
of the Black River, thence for about 1.5 miles through nat u ral
deep wa ter to the head of the river at Lake Hu ron. This sec tion of
the river is marked by lighted and unlighted buoys and lights, and
is main tained at the Fed eral pro ject depth of 27 feet.
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(104) Downbound ves sels should ex er cise cau tion when ne go ti -
at ing the west erly turn at the up per end of St. Clair Mid dle
Ground to avoid strik ing these shoals. The chan nel to the E of the
mid dle ground, for merly for upbound chan nel, had a con trol ling
depth of 24 feet in 1961, but is not be ing main tained.
(105) Courtright, Ont., is a vil lage on the E side of the river op -

po site St. Clair, MI. The Pub lic wharf , is 180 feet (54.9 m) long,
10 feet (3 m) wide and 6 feet (1.8 m) high, and had a depth of 11
feet (3.4 m) in 1994. Courtright is a Cus toms ves sel re port ing
sta tion for plea sure craft.
(106) Mooretown, Ont., is on the E side of the river 1.5 stat ute

miles (1.3 nm) above Courtright. The wharf at Mooretown had a
depth of 7 feet (2.1 m) in 1994 but had no fa cil i ties for boat ers. A
pile 52 feet (15.8 m) south of the SW cor ner of the wharf had an
el e va tion of 3 feet (0.9 m) in 1994.
(107) Stag Is land is off the Ca na dian side of the river about 3

miles above St. Clair Mid dle Ground. The main ves sel chan nel is
along the U.S. shore W of Stag Is land. Shoals ex tend about 0.8
mile S and 0.6 mile N from the is land and are marked at the outer
ends by lighted buoys. Stag Is land Shoal Light is about
midlength of the shoals off the S end of the is land.
(108) The Ca na dian chan nel E of Stag Is land, for merly the

upbound chan nel, had a con trol ling depth of 21 feet in 1950, but
is no lon ger main tained. A 167°15' lighted range marks the ap -
proach to Corunna, Ont., through the up per en trance to the chan -
nel and past the shoals off the mouth of Talford Creek. 
(109) Corunna, Ont., is a vil lage on the Ca na dian chan nel E of

Stag Is land. A ferry op er ates from Corunna to the E side of Stag
Is land.
(110) Wharf. –Shell Can ada, Ltd. op er ates a wharf on the E side 

of St. Clair River N of the mouth of Talford Creek. The wharf is
1,000 feet (305 m) long and 9 feet (2.7 m) high, with a depth of 23 
feet (7 m) in 1994. Pe tro leum prod ucts are shipped and re ceived,
and bunk er ing is avail able. A tank farm here makes a good land -
mark.
(111) De troit Ed i son Marys ville Power Plant wharves are on the 

W side of the river about 2 miles above Stag Is land.
(112) Wharf 1: (42°55'22"N., 82°27'37"W.); 340 feet of berth -

ing space; 18 feet along side; deck height, 9 feet; open stor age for
167,000 tons of coal; re ceipt of coal.
(113) Wharf 2: 500 feet above Wharf 1; 400 feet of berth ing

space; 22 feet along side; deck height, 9 feet; open stor age for
53,000 tons of coal; re ceipt of coal.
(114) A buoy marks the S side of a 16-foot shoal on the E side of 

the St. Clair River op po site De troit Ed i son Marys ville Power
Plant Wharf 1.
(115) An over head power ca ble with a clear ance of 177 feet

crosses the St. Clair River 1.9 miles above Stag Is land.
(116) The up per part of the St. Clair River flows S be tween the

cit ies of Port Hu ron, Mich., and Sarnia, Ont. The head of the river 
is en tered from a dredged chan nel that leads through the shal low
lower end of Lake Hu ron. A 180.3° lighted range on the E side of
the head of the river marks the ap proach to the river through this
chan nel. A racon is at the front light. Fort Gratiot Light
(43°00.4'N., 82°25.4'W.), 82 feet above the wa ter, is shown from
a white brick con i cal tower on the W side of the river head.
(117) Blue Wa ter Bridge, a fixed high way bridge with a clear -

ance of 150 feet, crosses the river just be low the head. The bridge
is prom i nent in ap proach ing the river.
(118) Cau tion.–Cur rents in the up per part of the river are con -

sid er able, at times 5 mph or more above the Blue Wa ter Bridge

and 4 mph or more for 1 mile be low the bridge. Upbound ves sels
will ex pe ri ence a W set be tween the Blue Wa ter Bridge and Lake
Hu ron Cut Lighted Buoys 1 and 2. Mar i ners should use the low -
est pos si ble safe speed in this reach to avoid dam age to wharves
and moored ves sels.
(119) A 207½° lighted range on the W side of the river 0.5 mile

be low the Blue Wa ter Bridge marks the chan nel through the head
of the river to just be low the bridge.
(120) Bay Point is a long nar row point that ex tends S along the

E side of the river about 1.4 miles be low the head. A lighted buoy
marks sub merged ru ins off the S end of the point. A lighted buoy
marks an 18-foot shoal off the W side of the in ner end of the
point.
(121) Cau tion.–An al ter nat ing one-way traf fic zone is be tween

Lake Hu ron Cut Lighted Buoy 1 and St. Clair/Black River Junc -
tion Light. (See 33 CFR 162.134 (c)(2), chap ter 2, for reg u la -
tions.)
(122) An chor age.–Good an chor age, clay and gravel bot tom, is

abreast of Sarnia be low the sec tion of the rap ids near the Blue
Wa ter Bridge. Good hold ing ground and some eddy will be found 
near the Ca na dian shore be low the Ca na dian Na tional Rail ways
Wharf. Ves sels should an chor as close to shore as pos si ble to
leave the midchannel clear for pass ing ves sels.
(123) A rail road tun nel crosses un der St. Clair River about 1

mile be low the mouth of the Black River.
(124) Port Hu ron, Mich., a city at the S end of Lake Hu ron,

fronts the W side of the up per part of the St. Clair River. Black
River flows SE through the city and emp ties into the St. Clair
River 2.4 miles be low its head.
(125) Chan nels.–A dredged chan nel leads from the mouth of

Black River up stream to about 0.4 mile above the Grand Trunk
West ern Rail road bridge. In Sep tem ber 2001, the con trol ling
depths were 5.7 feet (11.3 feet at midchannel) from the mouth of
the river to the 10th Street bridge, thence 3.0 feet (5.1 feet at
midchannel) to the Grand Trunk West ern rail road bridge, thence
1.9 feet (2.3 feet at midchannel) to the head of the dredged chan -
nel. Above the dredged chan nel, depths of 2 feet (3 feet at
midchannel) were avail able to the I-94 bridge and 1 foot to the
Black River Ca nal. The chan nel is sub ject to shoal ing. St.
Clair/Black River Junc tion Light marks the N side of the mouth
of the river.
(126) Fluc tu a tions of Wa ter Level.–Each year spring freshets

cause the level of the Black River to rise and fall from 4 to 6 feet.
Day-to-day level changes due to wind can amount to sev eral
inches.
(127) Port Hu ron is a cus toms port of en try. 
(128) Quar an tine, cus toms, im mi gra tion, and ag ri cul tural

quar an tine.–(See chap ter 3, Ves sel Ar rival In spec tions, and ap -
pen dix for ad dresses.)
(129) Quar an tine is en forced in ac cor dance with the reg u la -

tions of the U.S. Pub lic Health Ser vice. (See Pub lic Health Ser -
vice, chap ter 1.)
(130) Coast Guard.–Port Hu ron Coast Guard Sta tion is on the

W side of the head of the St. Clair River just S of Fort Gratiot
Light.
(131) Har bor Reg u la tions.–A slow-no wake speed is en -

forced on the fol low ing sec tions of Black River: from the mouth
up stream to the Grand Trunk West ern Rail road bridge, from 600
feet be low to 800 feet above the I–94 bridge, and from 1,000 feet
be low to 500 feet above the in ter sec tion with the Black River Ca -
nal.
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(132) Towage.–Tugs for Port Hu ron are avail able from De troit.
(See Towage un der De troit.)

(133) Wharves.–Port Hu ron has four deep-draft fa cil i ties. The
along side depths given are re ported depths.

(134) Port Hu ron Ter mi nal Co. Wharf: (42°57'32"N.,
82°25'36"W.); 950-foot face; 25 to 29 feet along side; deck
height, 8 feet; 50,000 square feet cov ered stor age; 100,000
square feet open stor age; two 18-ton cranes; rail and wa ter con -
nec tions; re ceipt of gen eral cargo, wood pulp, and beans; owned
by city of Port Hu ron and op er ated by Port Hu ron Ter mi nal Co.

(135) Winkworth Tran sit Co. Wharf: (42°58'17"N.,
82°25'12"W.); about 1,500 feet of berth ing space; 27 feet along -
side; deck height, 8 feet; 50,000 square feet open stor age; cranes
to 60 tons; rail con nec tions; re ceipt of crushed lime stone and salt; 
owned and op er ated by Winkworth Tran sit Co.

(136) Blue Wa ter Ag gre gates Co. Wharf: W side 0.9 mile be -
low the head of St. Clair River; 1,100 feet of berth ing space along 
nat u ral bank; 28 feet along side; deck height, 6 to 8 feet; open
stor age for 300,000 tons of stone; rail con nec tions; re ceipt of
crushed stone; owned by city of Port Hu ron and op er ated by Blue
Wa ter Ag gre gates Co., Inc.

(137) Port Hu ron-Sarnia Tun nel, a rail way tun nel, crosses un -
der St. Clair River from Port Hu ron Ter mi nal Co. Wharf E to the
shores just W of the Im pe rial Oil Ltd. tank field at Sarnia, On -
tario, Can ada.

(138) Small-craft fa cil i ties.–The city of Port Hu ron and the
Mich i gan State Wa ter ways Com mis sion have jointly de vel oped
small-craft fa cil i ties on the E side of the Black River just be low
the Mil i tary Street Bridge, on the E side of the river be low 7th
Street bridge, on the E side of the river be tween 7th and 10th
Street bridges, and on the W side of the river be low the I–94

bridge. Gas o line, die sel fuel, wa ter, ice, elec tric ity, sew age
pump-out fa cil i ties, and harbormaster ser vices are avail able. The
harbormaster mon i tors VHF-FM chan nels 16 and 9. Other ma ri -
nas in Black River ad di tion ally pro vide launch ing ramps and lifts 
to 60 tons for hull, en gine, and elec tronic re pairs.

(139) Sup plies.–Wa ter and some ma rine sup plies and pro vi -
sions are avail able at Port Hu ron Ter mi nal Co. Wharf. Bunker C
and die sel fuel are avail able at oil com pany ter mi nals at Sarnia.

(140) Com mu ni ca tions.–Port Hu ron has good high way and
rail con nec tions. St. Clair County Air port is 5 miles S of the city.

(141) Sarnia, Ont., is a city near the head of the St. Clair River
on the E side op po site Port Hu ron. The fol low ing is ex tracted
(par tial) from Ca na dian Sailing Di rec tions CEN304, Chap ter
3, St. Clair River.

(142) Sarnia Har bour (42°59'N., 82°24'W.) is on the east shore
near the head of St. Clair River. Sarnia is a ma jor im port ing and
ex port ing cen tre; pe tro leum prod ucts, rub ber, chem i cals, beans,
sand, to bacco, grain and fer til izer are ex ported, and grain, steel,
lum ber, coal, crude oil, crushed stone and ce ment are im ported.
All types of ma rine sup plies and fa cil i ties are avail able, in clud -
ing bunker and die sel fuel. Ma jor ma rine re pairs can be car ried
out. The nav i ga tion sea son is from mid-March to the end of De -
cem ber.

(143) The city of Sarnia, Ont. with a pop u la tion of 74,376
(1991), is a pe tro leum re fin ing and chem i cal pro duc ing area.
Open farm land lies east and south of the city. Sarnia Air port of -
fers sched uled pas sen ger ser vices. Sarnia is served by the Ca na -
dian Na tional Rail way and CSX Trans por ta tion. Good high ways
con nect Sarnia with other ma jor cit ies.

(144) Sarnia is a Cus toms land bor der re port ing sta tion  for
pas sen gers, gen eral pub lic, and com mer cial high way traf fic, a

Struc tures across Black River at Port Hu ron
*Miles above the mouth of the river

**Clear width in feet pro ceed ing up stream

No. Lo ca tion and Name Kind Miles*

Clear width in feet of
draw or span
open ings**

Clear height in
feet above Low
Wa ter Da tum Re marks

Right Left Cen ter

1 CSX RR bridge Rail road 0.09 100 6 Bas cule. Note 1.

2 Mil i tary St. bridge Highway 0.33 73 13 Bas cule. Note 1.

3 7th St. bridge Highway 0.50 83 12 Bas cule. Note 1.

4 10th St. bridge Highway 0.94 90 18 Bas cule. Note 1.

5 Grand Trunk West ern RR bridge Railroad 1.56 80 14 Bas cule. Note 1.

6 Over head ca ble Power 1.76 63

7 Over head ca ble Telephone 2.05 40

8 I–94 bridge Highway 2.30 117 20 Fixed.

9 Over head ca bles Power
&Tele phone

2.33 28

10 Over head ca ble Power 2.50 46

11 Over head ca ble Power 2.85 64

Junc tion with Black River Canal 4.34

12 Over head ca ble Power 4.41 41

     Note 1.–See 33 CFR 117.1 through 117.59 and 117.625, chap ter 2, for draw bridge reg u la tions.



ves sel clear ing sta tion for com mer cial ves sels, and a ves sel re -
port ing sta tion for plea sure craft.
(145) Im mi gra tion and ag ri cul tural in spec tion fa cil i ties are

also avail able at Sarnia.
(146) Sarnia Har bour is a Pub lic har bour ad min is tered by

Trans port Can ada. The har bour lim its in clude the Ca na dian wa -

ters of St. Clair River from Point Ed ward to be low South east
Bend.
(147) (Sarnia Har bour wharves are listed in the ta ble.)
(148) Point Ed ward, Ont., is a vil lage on the E side of the head

of the St. Clair River.
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Sarnia Har bour-Major Fa cil ities
Name Wharf length 

ft (m)
Depth † 

ft (m)
El e va tion ††

ft (m)
Re marks

Note: All in for ma tion in this ta ble was pro vided by lo cal
authories. User should con sult lo cal authories for lat est
conditionsj.

Shell Can ada, Ltd 2,000 (610) 27 (7.3) 11.5 (3.5) Bulk load ing and dis charg ing of pe tro leum prod ucts, and
bunk er ing. 

Sun Oil Co. Ltd 1,000 (305) 22 (6.7) 8 (2.4) Bulk load ing of tank ers.

Dow Chem i cal Co. 600 (183) 27 (7.6) 18 (5.5) Loading bulk liq uid prod ucts.
Poly mer Corporation 600 (183) 24 (7.3) 10 (3) Gen eral plant sup plies and load ing of bulk liq uid prod ucts.

Mueller Brass Works 218 (66) 18 (5.5) Mooring posts.
Im pe rial Oil Ltd. All Im pe rial Oil wharves are fit ted with man i folds for hand ing

bulk prod ucts.
The wharves have the usual fa cil i ties: lights, steam and fresh
wa ter.

- Lower dock 720 (219) 22 (6.7) 8.5 (2.5) This dock can ac com mo date a ship 600 feet (183 m) long.

- Dock 283 (86) 25 (7.6) 8.5 (2.5)

- No. 1 Crude 610 (186) 25 (7.6) 8.5 (2.5)

- Ce ment dock 326 (99) 25 (7.6) 8.5 (2.5) Lafarge Ce ment.

- Up per dock 592 (180) 22 (6.7) 8.5 (2.5) A con crete wharf that joins Up per dock and No. 1 Crude dock 
can ac com mo date a ship 1,000 feet (305 m) long.

Belton Lum ber Co. 1,000 (305)* 18 (5.5) Mooring posts. *Berthing length.

Reid Ag gre gates Ltd. 440 (134) 23 (7) 6 (1.8) Bulk stone stor age.
Pub lic wharf 1,040 (317) 24 (7.3) 6 (1.8) Elec tric ity and fresh wa ter avail able Shed 300 x 40 feet (91 x

12 m). Shed 160 x 40 feet (49 x 12 m). Three sheds 140 x 40
feet (43 x 12 m).

Sarnia Elevator 900 (274) 22 (6.7) 5 (1.5) Rail way lines to wharf. Elec tri cal power and fresh wa ter avail -
able. Shed 475 x 100 ft (145 x 30 m).

Trans port Can ada
North Slip-East Side

1,700 (518) 24 (7.3) Mooring dolphins

Holmes Foundry Co. 262 (80) 20 (6.1) 7 (2.1) Grounded ship used as wharf. Self-unloaders discharge
sand.

Ca na dian Na tional Rail ways 
water

1,100 (335) 18 (5.5) 10 (3) For merly Can ada Steam ship Lines wharf. Rail way lines on
wharf. Fresh and elec tric ity avail able. Shed 750 x 100 feet
(229 x 30 m).

     † Depth be low chart Da tum. †† El e va tion above chart da tum


